Guide for Authors

Curriculum Research Journal is an international research journal publishes conceptually rich
contributions to all areas of curriculum studies, including those derived from empirical, philosophical,
sociological, or policy-related investigations. The journal welcomes innovative papers that analyze the
ways in which the social and institutional conditions of education and schooling contribute to shaping
curriculum, including political, social and cultural studies; education policy; school reform and
leadership; teaching; teacher education; curriculum development; and assessment and accountability.
Curriculum Research Journal does not subscribe to any particular methodology or theory. As the
prime international source for curriculum research, the journal publishes papers accessible to all the
national, cultural, and discipline-defined communities that form the readership.

Contact details for submission
Authors are requested to submit their papers electronically via the web site.

Submission checklist:

You can use this list to carry out a final check of your submission before you send it to the journal for
review. Please check the relevant section in this Guide for Authors for more details.

Ensure that the following items are present:

« Title should be concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-retrieval systems. Avoid
abbreviations and formulae where possible.
* Author names and affiliations. Please clearly indicate the given name(s) and family name(s) of each
author and check that all names are accurately spelled. You can add your name between parentheses
in your own script behind the English transliteration. Present the authors' affiliation addresses (where
the actual work was done) below the names. Indicate all affiliations with a lower-case superscript letter
immediately after the author’s name and in front of the appropriate address. Provide the full postal
address of each affiliation, including the country name and, if available, the e-mail address of each
author.

 Corresponding author. Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence at all stages of refereeing
and publication, also post-publication. This responsibility includes answering any future queries about
Methodology and Materials. Ensure that the e-mail address is given and that contact details are kept
up to date by the corresponding author.
* Present/permanent address. If an author has moved since the work described in the article was done,
or was visiting at the time, a 'Present address' (or '‘Permanent address') may be indicated as a
footnote to that author's name. The address at which the author actually did the work must be retained
as the main, affiliation address. Superscript Arabic numerals are used for such footnotes.

Further considerations:
* Manuscript must be checked by language editing service with certification.

e The word limit for a Research Article is 9000, excluding tables and references.
e All references mentioned in the Reference List are cited in the text, and vice versa.
e Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from other sources.
* A competing interests statement is provided, even if the authors have no competing interests to
declare.

* Journal policies detailed in this guide have been reviewed.

Peer Review Policy
This journal operates a double blind review process. All contributions will be initially assessed by the
editor for suitability for the journal. Papers deemed suitable are then typically sent to a minimum of
two independent expert reviewers to assess the scientific quality of the paper. The Editor is responsible
for the final decision regarding acceptance or rejection of articles. The Editor's decision is final.

Conflict of interest

All authors are requested to disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest including any financial,
personal or other relationships with other people or organizations within three years of beginning the
submitted work that could inappropriately influence, or be perceived to influence, their work.



Submission declaration and verification

Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously (except in
the form of an abstract or as part of a published lecture or academic thesis or as an electronic preprint,
see 'Multiple, redundant or concurrent publication' section of our ethics policy for more information),
that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that its publication is approved by all
authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities where the work was carried out, and
that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in any other
language, including electronically without the written consent of the copyright-holder. To verify
originality, your article may be checked by the originality detection service CrossCheck.

Changes to authorship

Authors are expected to consider carefully the list and order of authors before submitting their
manuscript and provide the definitive list of authors at the time of the original submission. Any
addition, deletion or rearrangement of author names in the authorship list should be made only before
the manuscript has been accepted and only if approved by the journal Editor. To request such a
change, the Editor must receive the following from the corresponding author: (a) the reason for the
change in author list and (b) written confirmation (e-mail, letter) from all authors that they agree with
the addition, removal or rearrangement. In the case of addition or removal of authors, this includes
confirmation from the author being added or removed.
Only in exceptional circumstances will the Editor consider the addition, deletion or rearrangement of
authors after the manuscript has been accepted. While the Editor considers the request, publication
of the manuscript will be suspended. If the manuscript has already been published in an online issue,
any requests approved by the Editor will result in a corrigendum.

Copyright

Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to complete a ‘COPYRIGHT TRANSFER
AGREEMENT . An e-mail will be sent to the corresponding author confirming receipt of the
manuscript together with a *Journal Publishing Agreement' form or a link to the online version of this
agreement.

Role of the funding source

You are requested to identify who provided financial support for the conduct of the research and/or
preparation of the article and to briefly describe the role of the sponsor(s), if any, in study design; in
the collection, analysis and interpretation of data; in the writing of the report; and in the decision to
submit the article for publication. If the funding source(s) had no such involvement then this should
be stated.

Article structure

Abstract

A concise and factual abstract is required (maximum length of 250 words). The abstract should state
briefly the purpose of the research, the principal results and major conclusions. An abstract is often
presented separately from the article, so it must be able to stand alone. For this reason, References
should be avoided.

Highlights

Highlights are mandatory for this journal. They consist of a short collection of bullet points that
convey the core findings of the article and should be submitted in a separate editable file in the online
submission system. Please use 'Highlights' in the file name and include 3 to 5 bullet points (maximum
85 characters, including spaces, per bullet point).

Keywords
Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 6 keywords, avoiding general and plural terms
and multiple concepts (avoid, for example, **and™, "*of'*). The controlled list of keywords is based on


http://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors/policies-and-ethics
http://www.elsevier.com/editors/plagdetect

the ERIC list on index descriptors; however authors may include one or two additional 'free' keywords
if they wish to do so. These keywords will be used for indexing purposes.

Introduction

Present purposes of the study and provide background for your work. Include a pertinent literature
review with explicit international connections for relevant ideas and explain the theoretical
underpinnings and key concepts of your paper, outlining connections to relevant scholarly work in
your field of research.

Methodology

Provide sufficient detail to allow the context of the work to be thoroughly understood and/or for the
work to be reproduced. Provide sufficient detail for readers to understand how you engaged in your
inquiry. Clear descriptions of your context and participants along with strategies used to collect and
analyze data should be described.

Results and Discussion
Results should be clear and concise. Discussion should explore the significance of the results of the
work, not repeat them. Combining your results and discussion into a single section may be suitable.
Returning to relevant literature from the introduction should show how your work connects with or
interrupts already published literature.

Conclusion
The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short Conclusions section, which may stand-
alone or form a subsection of Results and Discussion section.

Abbreviations

Define abbreviations that are not standard in this field in a footnote to be placed on the first page of
the article. Such abbreviations that are unavoidable in the abstract must be defined at their first
mention there, as well as in the footnote. Ensure consistency of abbreviations throughout the article.

Acknowledgements

Collate acknowledgements at the end of the title page, as a footnote to the title or otherwise. List here
those individuals who provided help during the research (e.g., providing language help, writing
assistance or proof reading the article, etc.).

Figure captions
Ensure that each illustration has a caption. Supply captions separately, not attached to the figure. A
caption should comprise a brief title (not on the figure itself) and a description of the illustration. Keep
text in the illustrations themselves to a minimum but explain all symbols and abbreviations used.

Tables

Please submit tables as editable text and not as images. Tables can be placed either next to the relevant
text in the article, or on separate page(s) at the end. Number tables consecutively in accordance with
their appearance in the text and place any table notes below the table body. Be sparing in the use of
tables and ensure that the data presented in them do not duplicate results described elsewhere in the
article. Please avoid using vertical rules and shading in table cells.

References

Please note that it is the authors' responsibility to ensure that referencing is consistent with APA (6th)
as per the examples above. Manuscripts that are not consistent with APA (6th) may be rejected
without review.
For further guidance with APA (6th) the following link may be
useful: http://sydney.edu.au/library/subjects/downloads/citation/APA%20Complete 2012.pdf

Formatting of funding sources
List funding sources in this standard way to facilitate compliance to funder's requirements:

Funding: This work was supported by the National Institutes of Health [grant numbers xxxx, yyyyl;
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Seattle, WA [grant number zzzz]; and the United States
Institutes of Peace [grant number aaaa].


http://sydney.edu.au/library/subjects/downloads/citation/APA%20Complete_2012.pdf

It is not necessary to include detailed descriptions on the program or type of grants and awards. When
funding is from a block grant or other resources available to a university, college, or other research
institution, submit the name of the institute or organization that provided the funding.

If no funding has been provided for the research, please include the following sentence:

This research did not receive any specific grant from funding agencies in the public, commercial, or
not-for-profit sectors.

Proof correction
Corresponding authors will receive an e-mail for proof correction. Manuscript after being corrected
must be returned to the journal within 14 days. Significant changes to the article as accepted for
publication will only be considered at this stage with permission from the Editor. It is important to
ensure that all corrections are sent back to us in one communication. Please check carefully before
replying, as inclusion of any subsequent corrections cannot be guaranteed. Proofreading is solely your
responsibility.



